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OUTLINES  OF  INSTITUTE

Objective: The objective of The National Institute for 
Physiological Sciences (NIPS) is conducting research programs 
in a comprehensive manner by elucidating structural basis and 
operational mechanism of our human body. Human body is 
composed of a numerous cells of a unique function of the 
constituent cells and delicate networks of signaling among them. 
To understand mechanisms of physiological function, it is 
essential to investigate responsible structures and their constituent 
materials, which may change dynamically during functional 
processes. Physiological scientists explore mechanisms of 
functions, by analyzing physical and chemical signals and their 
dynamic changes in the body. 

Organization: NAOJ, NIFS, NIBB, NIPS and IMS were 
reorganized into NINS by reason of enforcement of the National 
University Corporation Law.
The NIPS currently comprises 6 departments, 19 divisions, 2 
center and Technical Division.

Joint Studies: As an inter-university research institute, NIPS 
entertains proposals for joint studies from domestic and foreign 
physiological scientists. Applications from domestic and foreign 
scientists are reviewed and controlled by the inter-university ad 
hoc committee.

Graduate Programs: The NIPS carries out two graduate 
programs.

1.Graduate University for Advanced Studies
The NIPS constitutes the Department of Physiological Science 
in the School of Life Science of the Graduate University for 
Advanced Studies. The University provides a five-year Ph. D. 
course, namely including both Master and Doctor courses, or a 
four-year Medical Science course. However, those who have 
completed a master's course in other universities or are qualified 
at an equivalent or higher level are eligible to apply for the 
three-year Ph. D. course which is consistent with Master course.
The degree conferred on graduation is one of the three, Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD), Doctor of Science (PhD) or Doctor of 
Medical Science (PhD).
2.Graduate Student Training Program
Graduate students enrolled in other universities and institutes 
are trained to conduct researches for fixed periods of time under 
the supervision of NIPS professors and associate professors.

Exchange Programs: To activate international collaborations 
among physiological scientists in the Institute and foreign organizations, 
scientist exchange programs are conducted. 

System management
Management Council, Educational and Research Council and 
Board of Directors are established at NINS to inspect significant 
matters of management, education, research and administration.
Advisory Committee for Research and Management in NIPS 
advises the Director-General on important matters in management 
of the Institute.

Administration: Administration of the institutes is managed at 
Okazaki Administration Office of NINS.


