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INTRODUCTION

N % DMERE 72 ARG 2 R D T2 OB
FREFC, R DIIED AN =R L fiEil 5
LI DOFEMEL D IR EHERIL, &
RODSTE DM@ E L2 DA F A Z TR 5
MNEERE AT RIZ -T2 bNET, &£
BRI, AR A O
BB OO RKZILFEFI AR cHY E
T, BRI E 25 | LLTEMLLH T
DOIFILFEZELIZNTHOES, £, X
45 Olifas-CMi%k OB & S48 B EAfRE
FEORND, ZNHEMELZY, FHELZ0 5% EL
RLTCWET, Thwx, AL IEENIIBIEDOF7E Xt
GO, - AR RERZCOET, IS, A
WFZEATE, — 2 TEZILTerOMNSEEMOBIX4%, K
SFLILETHIEL, A FABBN IR OB AL T
BHEZAIEVDTEIZIRDTLED,

AEBERFIEATIE, oy Fo DA, fRE, SRE, £LTC
VAT A, BEIRIZHD T D LU T E e i A
EATOEII, ZNHOKRL VIR DR E A
BRI A LT, EROMEELZ DA =X LRI 5
HZEEE 1 OfELTOET, AMmEEE, TEET
FTEOL_NVEEEL, TONEEZERILL T E
T, EOHT, ABEISTETIE, AP L2 0 BEGE K
DAI2=T A D IJRNT RETIFFOB LI, FIZE
BRIy 7LV DR R CTENWHI LN TEE
L7,

AEBARREETIE, RFEIEFEFI R BEIE A B ARELEAF
JEREAED 1 BEBIEL C, REOEATNIRFEIILDE
T B E PN O MAFFEE R L o M T R IE - HEE TS
T, B STV DR Se s S0 e X - i - 7 — &
NR— 2 BFFE T S A kS 2 e E R R FR A I
BB LZ 5 2D L CWET, TORE R, AP
WFZEET CIBARE, - ZAR7 THLEIARE ), T3EEFIH
TR, e, TEFES VR UD A 03R4, EH O
JOIZE NN D LD E [ TIHEN T2 N TR E
T

AP IRAT X, KB A 08 PO RS 2 E A7
BB EE ~E BT 52, ZLTREOKRE,
e B ~E AMHEFR D228 3 oflime L T
I, AT KB K TR A B SR A PR R A B R
FRHBAHYLTEY, 5 F—EHOHE IV +4
DREFEBRAEEFEL CQNET, T, LRFOZHOK

Human physiology, which investigates
the mechanisms of human body function,
provides us with scientific guidelines for
healthy living and scientific knowledge that
forms the basis for elucidating the mechanisms
of disease pathogenesis. The National Institute
for Physiological Sciences (NIPS) is an inter-
university research institute for research and
education on human physiology. The human
brain is the key organ which makes a
human being a ‘roseau pensant’ (a thinking
reed). Also, the brain regulates and controls other organs
and tissues in the human body through interactions with
them. Therefore, the main subject of current investigations
at the NIPS is the brain and nervous system. The NIPS can
be described succinctly as an institute where investigations
on human body and brain functions are carried out through
joint studies with domestic and foreign scientists, and
where education and training for graduate students and
young scientists are provided.

The first mission of NIPS is to conduct cutting-edge
research in the physiological sciences at many levels--from
the molecule to the system or whole organism--and to
elucidate the mechanisms of living body function by
integrating the research results from the different levels.
The recent progress in the life sciences is truly remarkable.
The NIPS has always played a leading role in advancing
the physiological sciences both in Japan and abroad.

The second mission of NIPS, as one of the inter-
university research institutes belonging to the National
Institutes of Natural Sciences (NINS), is to conduct joint
studies with researchers from domestic or foreign
universities and research institutes. To do this, it provides
specialized equipment, large-scale equipment, research
facilities, databases, research techniques and congress
facilities to the researchers. Typically, a large number of
domestic and foreign scientists are present at the NIPS to
perform joint studies, to utilize our equipment and
facilities or to attend research meetings and international
symposia.

The third mission of NIPS is to educate graduate
students and to train young scientists in the Graduate
University of Advanced Studies and from many other
universities. The NIPS is responsible for directing the
Ph.D. course of study in physiological sciences in the
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Graduate University of Advanced Studies. The NIPS also
contributes to the training or education of graduate
students and young scientists from many universities and
research institutes by providing various training and
teaching courses.

In addition to these three missions, the NIPS intends to
extend its effort to disseminate scientific information and
to publicize its work. Communication not only with
scientists but also with the general public will be strengthened
by enriching the NIPS website (http://www.nips.ac.jp/),
participating in partnerships for physiological education
in elementary and high schools, and giving lectures open
to the public.

The NIPS, founded in 1977, reaches a new milestone
at its 30th anniversary. We will strive with all our effort
to advance our missions. Your understanding, and continued
support of our activities is appreciated very much.
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