o
9%
il

—_—

—
—=
j—

)

&

INTRODUCTION

AR, TeERONSTE SO
Xk, RpLILFEICHRFZEL, & FABR
e DE AL TWHIFERET T,
N & DMERETR AR 2255120 OF 21
R0, RDFTIED AN =X LE I35
7o DIEMEL T D IR EERIL, BN
DONSTZ D@ E EZ DA ZIFE T 5 A
REBAR PRI TEZLNET, ZD
NRFEREAE B2 OG- B DT DM
— DRI RIF AR BE A A B SR T ©
HOET, bhEEZHE | ELTCEMNLLD TWDDIEE
SEELEMTHOET, T2, MR I 2H Ol
AR DB E AR B BURA RS O30, TNOEHAHL
720, RELIZ0 T &% ELRLTCET, iz, &
B SE AT ILBAE OWFFERI R O HONT, - #h R R %
B2 TEVET,

ABEARFFEATIE, T bMAe, Mk, e, TLT
VAT I, EIRIZ T4 L~V B W TS 7R A 5
EATOEIIT, ZNHOFKE LIV DR E A
BRI A LT, EROMEELZ DA =X LR 5
HZEEEIOMaELTOET, EmPlRE, TEET
FTEOL_NVEEENL, TONEFELZEILL T E
9, EOHRT, ABENIEETIE, AR L2 0B K
DM RFE AR 2=T A D TR R ET IR OB &L,
A EE AR R R 00 4y B ORI E BRI Ry 7 LUl
DO E BEL TENAZENTEXELT,

AR TR AT, KRR RIR SRR N B AREL 0
JERERE D 1TREBI L C, REOEATNL RFEITILDHE
T B E PN OMFZERER & oo [ T IR TR A HEE T D &
iz, B STV DR e ZE S a% - 5%l - T — &
AR A HJF R Tk - S ik S A 2 E A2 L FR
Az LB FH2OMAMEL TWET, TR R, A
WFFEET CIXmAE, 248 2Rk TIREMFSE], THEFIH
B, e e, TEBES VRO Y A 83 R =, B H O
INCENIN NS S E DO TR E I E NN TR E
T REEDD, EORBIBEMITRRE DOV HR— N etG
TIE T RIINEL e 22— | N s, e
ST By B P R e AT TR S Lo CHERE T 55
HRBRAT ARV ELE,

PR TEAT I, RFERA SR TS E R
B IEE BT DL, ZLTREDO KT,
RSB ~E AM R T D2 23D L T E

Human physiology, which investigates
the mechanisms of human body function,
provides us with scientific guidelines for
healthy living and scientific knowledge that
forms the basis for elucidating the mechanisms
of disease pathogenesis. The National Institute
for Physiological Sciences (NIPS) is an inter-
university research institute for research and
education on human physiology. The human
brain is the key organ which makes a
human being a ‘roseau pensant’ (a thinking
reed). Also, the brain regulates and controls other organs
and tissues in the human body through interactions with
them. Therefore, the main subject of current investigations
at the NIPS is the brain and nervous system. The NIPS can
be described succinctly as an institute where investigations
on human body and brain functions are carried out through
joint studies with domestic and foreign scientists, and
where education and training for graduate students and
young scientists are provided.

The first mission of NIPS is to conduct cutting-edge
research in the physiological sciences at many levels--from
the molecule to the system or whole organism--and to
elucidate the mechanisms of living body function by
integrating the research results from the different levels.
The recent progress in the life sciences is truly remarkable.
The NIPS has always played a leading role in advancing
the physiological sciences and brain science both in Japan
and abroad.

The second mission of NIPS, as one of the inter-
university research institutes belonging to the National
Institutes of Natural Sciences (NINS), is to conduct joint
studies with
universities and research institutes. To do this, it provides

researchers from domestic or foreign
specialized equipment, large-scale equipment, research
facilities, databases, research techniques and congress
facilities to the researchers. Typically, a large number of
domestic and foreign scientists are present at the NIPS to
perform joint studies, to utilize our equipment and facilities
or to attend research meetings and international symposia.
The “Center for Multidisciplinary Brain Research (CMBR)”
has newly been set up by the Government support in the
NIPS in order to promote collaborative researches of
multidisciplinary brain sciences from this April.

The third mission of NIPS is to educate graduate students
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and to train young scientists in the Graduate University of
Advanced Studies and from many other universities. The
NIPS is responsible for directing the Ph.D. course of study
in physiological sciences in the Graduate University of
Advanced Studies. The NIPS also contributes to the
training or education of graduate students and young
scientists from many universities and research institutes by
providing various training and teaching courses. The
CMBR is going to provide a nationwide platform for
multidisciplinary education and training of young brain
scientists.

In addition to these three missions, the NIPS intends to
extend its effort to disseminate scientific information and
to publicize its work. Communication not only with
scientists but also with the general public will be strengthened
by enriching the NIPS website (http://www.nips.ac.jp/),
participating in partnerships for physiological education in
elementary and high schools, and giving lectures open to

the public. For these purposes, the “Center for
Communication Networks” has been set up in the NIPS
this April.

The NIPS is henceforth going to report the offsprings
and efforts through not only annual publication of ‘the
NIPS Catalogue’ and ‘the NIPS Annual Report’ but also
bimonthly ‘SEIRIKEN News’ as well as through the NIPS

website renewed weekly. Your understanding, and

continued support of our activities is cordially appreciated.
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