
Note: Kyogen “Fukuro (Owl)”. 
 

Kyogen has developed along with “Noh” as a series of stage performance since 

Muromachi Period (14-15c). The former represents a short comic story showing a daily 

lives, and the latter is a rather long tragidic story including dreams, past memory, gohst 

stories. The used words are the same as several centuries ago.  

Since 3-4 years ago, one of Okazaki citizens’ cultural activities, a Kyogen group 

has trained and permormed twice a year, in Okazaki Castle and Nara Noh theatres. Yeyasu 

and Hideyoshi are well known as a Noh-Kyogen lover. At the 4th Stensen symposium, we 

present a Kyogen “Owl”. 

Taro, the younger brother, has changed his temper since he returned from the 

mountain work. His elder brother was warried about this and asked a mountain monk who 

has took caring the brothers. When the monk arrived and started to pray, suddenly Taro 

made a strange cry “Hohhoon!”. The mountain monk noticed that the cry is the same as an 

Owl, and understand that the owl got into Taro. While the mountain monk re-started to 

pray using a seal that the owls dislike, however… 

 

弟の太郎は山仕事から帰って以来様子がおかしくなってしまいました。心配になった太郎の兄

は日頃お世話になっている山伏に診てもらおうと、山伏に来てもらいました。 

山伏が祈り始めると、太郎は「ホッホーン」とおかしな鳴き声をあげたではありませんか。山

伏はこれは梟の鳴き声だとピンときて、梟がとりついたものだと判断しました。山伏は梟が嫌

がる烏の印(からすのいん)で祈っていると…。 

 

The photographs below are from “Oba-ga-sake” not from “Owl”. The aunt of Taro brews a 

nice sake, but she always denys to give Taro any sake. Then Taro wore a mask of Evil and 

visits aunt’s home. Masataka played Taro and performed as drinker and evil ‘Oni’. How is 

Masataka on the stage “Owl” at OCC in the evening of December 1st? 
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